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A BOLDER WAY FORWARD - FRAMEWORK

A UWLP Initiative to Help More Utah Girls, Women, and Families Thrive
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2025 Fall Research Study

For the 3™ year in a row, Utah Women & Leadership Project
researchers have conducted a statewide study to establish a
baseline of public perceptions related to the awareness,
understanding, and attitudes around challenges that Utah
women and girls face.

A BOLDER
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FOR UTAH

An 83-item survey was created based on existing literature and
survey instruments, guidance from experts, and the baseline
data needed by BWF leaders in each of the 18 areas of focus.

There were 13 demographic questions, plus 2 open-ended
guestions about the greatest challenges and opportunities
that women and girls face in the state.

Statewide Convenience Sample = 3,267 (Emery, Grand and San Juan =)
Statewide Representative Sample = 1,945 (Emery, Grand and San Juan =)



SURVEY ITEMS & LIKERT SCALE

e 83 survey items (statements, not questions)
* The statistical means are based on a 7-point Likert scale:

1=strongly disagree
2=disagree

3=somewhat disagree
4=neither agree nor disagree
5=somewhat agree

6=agree

7=strongly agree



DATA REPRESENTATION

* Headings on each slide show the percentage of respondents in the
combined categories: somewhat agree, agree and strongly agree.

* Visualizations compare the level of agreement in the county or
region with the statewide levels of Utahns’ agreement for the
representative sampling.

* Agreement levels reflect the perspective of both women and men.
* Survey statements are in the accompanying text box.

* More detailed analysis can be found on the UWLP website.
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Education
* Finance
* Higher Education Attainment

e K-12 Initiatives




69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES ARE AWARE OF
RESOURCES THAT CAN HELP THEM ACHIEVE FINANCIAL SECURITY.
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07% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES HAVE UTILIZED
RESOURCES THAT HAVE HELPED THEM ACHIEVE FINANCIAL SECURITY.
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90% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE IT
IS VALUABLE TO UNDERSTAND THEIR PERSONAL FINANCES.
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74% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THEY CAN MANAGE PERSONAL
FINANCES INDEPENDENTLY AND MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS TO IMPROVE THEIR FINANCIAL WELLNESS.
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83% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE IT IS
IMPORTANT FOR WOMEN TO BE COMPETENT AND CONFIDENT WITH MONEY.
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81% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THAT HIGHER EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT
FOR INTELLECTUAL GROWTH, PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND LIFE-LONG SOCIETAL CONTRIBUTIONS.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT COLLEGE
IS WORTH THE FINANCIAL INVESTMENT.
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74% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL IT IS IMPORTANT
FOR MORE UTAH WOMEN TO COMPLETE GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL
CONSIDERING ATTENDING COLLEGE TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID.
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90% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR GIRLS
IN K-12 T0 HAVE STRONG MATH SKILLS FOR THEIR FUTURE CAREER AND LIFE.
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81% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR GIRLS
T0 COMPLETE CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS IN HIGH SCHOOL.
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK IT IS AS IMPORTANT FOR GIRLS AS IT IS FOR BOYS TO TAKE
ADVANCED COURSEWORK IN HIGH SCHOOL THAT PREPARES THEM FOR POSTSECONDARY OPPORTUNITIES AND CAREERS.

1 Q
It is as
1: Strongly 3: Somewhat | 4: Neither Agree | 5: Somewhat .
Disagree 2: Disagree Disagree Nor Disagree Agree 6: Agree 7: Strongly Agree Im p (o) r‘l‘q n‘l‘ fo r

girls as it is for
boys to take

. Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties q dvq nced

M veah coursework in

STATISTICAL MEAN high school
Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties: 5.67 1-h q.l. p re p q reS

Utah: 6.63

students for
o postsecondary
20% opportunities
I I and careers.”
10%
o e

[

The agreement levels and statistical mean shown reflect the representative sample. I I

70%

60%

50%

40%




74% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FIND IT CONCERNING THAT THE NATION'S REPORT
CARD MATH SCORES FOR 4TH AND 8TH GRADE IN UTAH ARE LOWER FOR GIRLS THAN THEY ARE FOR BOYS.
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK UTAHNS SHOULD BE
CONCERNED ABOUT THE PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN WHO ARE CHRONICALLY ABSENT FROM SCHOOL.
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40% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN GOUNTIES THINK IF A WOMAN
WERE TO SERVE IN A POLITICAL ROLE, IT WOULD NEGATIVELY IMPACT HER FAMILY.
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83% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THAT WOMEN
ARE WELL-SUITED FOR ELECTED POLITICAL POSITIONS.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES UNDERSTAND
HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN CIVIC ACTIVITIES.
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714% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES ENGAGE IN EFFORTS
IMPORTANT TO THE WELLBEING OF THEIR COMMUNITY.
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Safety & Security

Child Sexual Abuse

Domestic Violence

Poverty & Homelessness
Sexual Assault

Sexual Harassment &
Gender-Based Discrimination




45% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IS A PROBLEM IN THEIR IMMEDIATE COMMUNITY.
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90% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IS PREVENTABLE.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE CHILD
SEXUAL ABUSE IS MORE PREVALENT IN UTAH THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW WHERE
TO FIND RESOURGES TO HELP PREVENT CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE.
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71% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE IS A PROBLEM IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT
EMOTIONAL ABUSE IS JUST AS SERIOUS AS PHYSICAL ABUSE.

13
1: Strongly 3: Somewhat | 4: Neither Agree | 5: Somewhat When
Disagree 2: Disagree Disagree Nor Disagree Agree 6: Agree 7: Strongly Agree H o
considering

domestic

violence,

[ Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties emO'l'ion d I

. Utah ° °
abuse is just

STATISTICAL MEAN as serious
Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties: 5.60 q S physicq I

30% Utah: 6.41
79
abuse.
20%
10%
0% sl Bl I _ .

The agreement levels and statistical mean shown reflect the representative sample. .

60%

50%

40%

N



76% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW WHERE TO FIND
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESOURCES AND SUPPORT IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW HOW TO TAKE
CONCRETE STEPS TO HELP ADDRESS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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92% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK IF SOMEONE IS
EXPERIENCING POVERTY IN UTAH, IT IS THE RESULT OF THEIR OWN CHOIGES.
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00% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK IF SOMEONE IS
EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS IN UTAH, IT IS THE RESULT OF THEIR OWN CHOICES.
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00% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES DON'T THINK THERE IS
MUCH THEY CAN DO ABOUT POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT HOME IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD
POSITIONING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO THRIVE AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE.
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40% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES DON'T
THINK SEXUAL ASSAULT IS A BIG PROBLEM IN UTAH.
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79% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT ANY
UNWANTED SEXUAL CONTACT OR BEHAVIOR IS SEXUAL ASSAULT.
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38% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES DON'T THINK THERE IS
MUCH THEY CAN DO ABOUT SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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716% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW WHERE TO FIND
SEXUAL ASSAULT RESOURCES IN THEIR COMMUNITY.
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43% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES ARE FAMILIAR
WITH THE "START BY BELIEVING™ CAMPAIGN.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK SEXUAL HARASSMENT
AND GENDER-BASED DISCRIMINATION ARE PROBLEMS IN THE STATE OF UTAH.
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43% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE MAKE A BIGGER
DEAL OUT OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND GENDER-BASED DISCRIMINATION THAN IS WARRANTED.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW WHAT STEPS TO TAKE OR WHAT
RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE IF THEY OR A FRIEND EXPERIENCED SEXUAL HARASSMENT.

1: Strongly 3: Somewhat | 4: Neither Agree | 5: Somewhat “
Disagree 2: Disagree Disagree Nor Disagree Agree 6: Agree 7: Strongly Agree I knOW th'l'

steps to take or
what resources
.Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties dre CIVG”CI ble if
.Utah °

me or a friend

- experienced
STATISTICAL MEAN
? Emery, Grand, & San Juan Counties: 5.02 Sexuql
- e harassment.”
1000
. I I
~

The agreement levels and statistical mean shown reflect the representative sample

—

30%

25%

R

N

N

=



69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES TRUST THAT MOST ORGANIZATIONS
IN UTAH WOULD APPROPRIATELY HANDLE A SEXUAL HARASSMENT REPORT.
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714% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL
THAT ACCESS TO CHILDCARE IS AN ISSUE THAT FAMILIES FAGE IN UTAH.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THAT
CHILDCARE PROVIDERS ARE PROFESSIONALS.
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81% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THAT CHILDCARE
AND PRE-K PROGRAMS PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.
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76% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THAT
GOVERNMENT HAS A ROLE IN ADDRESSING CHILDCARE IN UTAH.
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714% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES WOULD LIKE TO
START A BUSINESS IF THEY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESOURCES.
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71% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THEIR FAMILY
AND FRIENDS WOULD SUPPORT THEIR DECISION IF THEY STARTED A BUSINESS.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK IF THEY STARTED
A BUSINESS, IT WOULD GROW TO BE BIG ENOUGH TO EMPLOY OTHERS.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES KNOW WHERE TO
ACCESS RESOURCES AND SUPPORT IF THEY WERE TO START A BUSINESS.
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716% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES
BELIEVE A GENDER PAY GAP EXISTS IN UTAH.
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16% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK UTAH WOMEN MAKE LESS MONEY THAN
THEIR MALE COUNTERPARTS EVEN WHEN THEY HAVE SIMILAR EXPERIENCE, EDUCATION, AND POSITION.
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09% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE
UTAH'S PAY GAP EXISTS BECAUSE OF WOMEN'S OWN CHOICES.
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK UTAH
LEADERS SHOULD TAKE ACTION TO CLOSE THE GENDER PAY GAP.
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71% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES ASPIRE T0 BE A LEADER.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES
BELIEVE OTHERS CONSIDER THEM TO BE A LEADER.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES
SEE THEMSELVES AS LEADERS.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK THERE ARE
OPPORTUNITIES AND RESOURCES AROUND THEM TO HELP DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTY THINK STEM FIELDS
ARE WELCOMING FIELDS FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS IN UTAH.
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33% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK WE
DON'T NEED MORE WOMEN IN STEM FIELDS IN UTAH.
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99% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK STEM
JOBS ARE MORE DIFFICULT THAN JOBS IN OTHER INDUSTRIES IN UTAH.
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716% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE WOMEN
CAN SUCCESSFULLY ADVANGE THEIR CAREERS IN STEM INDUSTRIES IN UTAR.
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79% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK JOBS
IN TRADE FIELDS ARE GOOD CAREER CHOICES FOR WOMEN TO PURSUE.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES ARE AWARE OF AND
KNOW HOW TO ACCESS RESOURCES AND SUPPORT TO ATTAIN A QUALITY JOB.
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69% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THEY ARE
CURRENTLY EMPLOYABLE OR CAN BECOME SO WITHIN THE NEXT 12-24 MONTHS.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THEIR CURRENT
CIRCUMSTANGES PERMIT THEM TO MAINTAIN SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT OVER THE NEXT 5 YEARS.
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67% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THEY GAN FIND
SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYMENT THAT WORKS FOR THEM AND THEIR FAMILY IN UTAH.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES SAY THEIR
ORGANIZATION OFFERS FAMILY-FRIENDLY POLICIES TO MEET THEIR NEEDS.
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92% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES BELIEVE THEY HAVE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT IN THEIR ORGANIZATION.
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60% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES SAY THEIR
ORGANIZATION HAS STRATEGIES THAT ADVANCE WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE.
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92% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES
FEEL A SENSE OF BELONGING AT WORK.
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Disagree 2: Disagree Disagree Nor Disagree Agree 6: Agree 7: Strongly Agree
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81% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK THEY WILL BE ABLE T0
SCHEDULE AND COMPLETE A PREVENTIVE HEALTHCARE VISIT IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS.

11 %) o °
1: Strongly 3: Somewhat |4: Neither Agree | 5: Somewhat I'I' S Ilkely I WI II
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86% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL EMPOWERED T0 MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS REGARDING REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH THAT FIT THEIR NEEDS AND THE NEEDS OF THEIR FAMILY.

13
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL
KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT PERIMENOPAUSE FOR WOMEN.
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81% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL PHYSICALLY,
MENTALLY, AND EMOTIONALLY SAFE IN HEALTHCARE SETTINGS.
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62% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES THINK IT IS LIKELY ONE OF THEIR HEALTHCARE
PROVIDERS WILL EFFECTIVELY SCREEN THEM FOR INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE IN THE NEXT YEAR.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THEY AND THEIR PARTNER HAVE
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS VIEWS AND INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF CONFLICTS.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THE LOAD OF
DOMESTIC LABOR IS SHARED EQUITABLY WITHIN THEIR HOME.
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64% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THE LOAD OF
CAREGIVING IS SHARED EQUITABLY WITHIN THEIR HOME.
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74% OF RESPONDENTS IN EMERY, GRAND, & SAN JUAN COUNTIES FEEL THAT THEIR PARTNER'S SEXUAL
NEEDS ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THEIR OWN IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP.
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